
ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE 
VICE-PRESIDENT - TECHNICAL 

 
The Officials Committee statistical report is included within my document and the report from 
the Classification Committee follows. 
 
Note: Any references to one gender apply equally to the other except where specifically 
indicated. 
 
A Paralympic year is always extra busy for players, coaches, classifiers and officials and this 
year was no exception.  Congratulations to everyone for all your hard work and special 
congratulations to the staff and players of the Men’s team for bringing the GOLD medal home 
from London. 
 
 
IWBF (and other) APPOINTMENTS 
 
Don Steponchev continues as the Secretary of the Technical Commission and a respected Senior 
Official. 
 
Vlad Eshenko, after many years as a referee at the international level, spent much of last year 
observing and evaluating wheelchair officials in their development as certified wheelchair 
officials in Alberta and assigning and officiating at all tournaments and local leagues in Alberta.   
 
Sébastien Gauthier went to the Lakeshore Rehab. Institute in Birmingham, Alabama to officiate 
at the North American Cup.  In September he worked 10 games in the Paralympics in London, 
England.  One of these was a Men’s Quarter-final, another was a Women’s Semi-final and his 
last game was the Bronze Medal Men’s game. 
 
Sergio Giordano officiated the opening game in the London Paralympics in which Turkey scored 
an upset win over the United States.  Of the remaining 8 games he worked, one was the other 
Women’s Semi-final and another was the Women’s Final in which Sergio ended his IWBF 
officiating career as the crew chief.  He has now moved on to be an IWBF Referee Supervisor 
with his first assignment being at the Central American Qualification Tourney in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico last month. 
 
Also in London was Jean Choinière who, in his first Paralympics as Commissioner, made certain 
no problems arose in the nine games he worked which included the upset win by Turkey over the 
United States. 
 
Our newest IWBF referee, Mario Boutin, worked a pre-Paralympic tournament in Belgium. 
 
Guylain Lapointe and Mario Boutin were selected to travel with the Men’s and Women’s teams 
to a pre-Paralympic tournament in Holland. 
  



At the Canada / USA “friendly” games held at Brock University in July, Trevor Kerr evaluated 
Frances Kremarik, Jeff VanEenoo, Jonathan Smith and Evan Baker. 
 
 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS OFFICIAL ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Jr. West – Regina, SK – March 24 to 25 
 
A/E – Kristen Kwiatek 
Referees – Angie Celino, Fred Gunn, Kathy Ross and Keith Uthe  
 
Jr. East – Halifax, NS – April 13 to 15 
 
A/E – John Neeson 
Referees – Nathalie Asselin (PQ), Evan Baker (ON), Donald Berubé (PQ), Eric Chiasson (PQ), 
Mary-Ellen Gaudet (NS), James Oxley (NS) and Rick MacKinnon (PEI) 
 
CWBL Finals – Charlottetown, PEI – April 6 to 8 
 
A/Es - Vlad Eshenko and Frances Kremarik 
Referees – Jean Choinière (PQ), Sébastien Gauthier (PQ), Robin Holbrook (ON), Alexandre 
Lapointe (PQ), Kerron Lewis (AB), Rick MacKinnon (PEI) and James Oxley (NS) 
 
Nationals – Richmond, BC – May 17 to 20 
 
A/Es – Dean MacKinnon and Jean Choinière 
Referees – Mario Boutin (PQ), Sébastien Gauthier (PQ), Sergio Giordano (AB), Fred Gunn 
(BC), Trevor Kerr (ON), Frances Kremarik (ON), Kristen Kwiatek (AB), Guylain Lapointe 
(PQ), John Neeson (PQ), Don Steponchev (SK) and Keith Uthe (AB) 
 
 
CLINICS 
 
Vlad Eshenko organized a Northern Alberta Basketball Officials Wheelchair Clinic in Edmonton 
and was an instructor. 
 
In preparation for hosting the CWBL Finals, PEI considered arranging a clinic for table officials 
in Charlottetown.  Although the clinic did not occur it is something that might be considered by 
any group planning a major tournament. 
 
Sébastien Gauthier conducted a clinic in IWBF rules for American officials at the Lakeshore 
Institute in Birmingham, Alabama prior to the North American Cup competition. 
  



LONG TERM ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT (LTAD) AND LONG 
TERM OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT (LTOD) 
 
Now that construction and implementation of the LTAD is well underway, work has begun on 
the LTOD. 
 
On December 2 – 4, 2011 a planning meeting was held with key individuals and leaders within 
the WBC officials system in Canada and WBC Staff.  The purpose of the meeting was to create a 
4 year plan to address the current recruitment, development and evaluation systems for officials.  
The committee was also tasked with reviewing the current Officials Committee structure, roles 
and responsibilities.  When reviewing this area the planning group considered how able-bodied 
officials associations are structured. 
 
Ten goals with related objectives were created and two sub-committees (Recruitment & 
Retention and Education & Development) were formed to begin progressing toward the goals.  
Thus far seven of the objectives have been reached or completed and three have been identified 
as ones which are or will be on-going. 
 
 
EVALUATION SOFTWARE 
 
To date no evaluations have been done using the new software.  I believe this is because we have 
no video footage to use.  If any of our members would like to have officials evaluated they 
simply need to send me some video footage of those officials working a game.  This footage will 
be viewed and a video critique will be forwarded to the officials. 
 
 
ANNUAL EXAMINATION 
 
Again this year, Vlad compiled the sample questions that are sent to him from the other members 
of the committee and created the exam which is written by all WBC officials and usually several 
others from outside Canada. 
 
The total number of test takers (65) was down slightly from previous years.  Of those 
individuals, 80% or 52 of them passed.  Only one of the 4 referees from outside Canada passed 
this year but I’m sure the experience all four had with our questions gave them an advantage 
when it came time for them to write their IWBF examination. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
Considerations for this year are: 
 

1. Discuss setting an age limit for the referees we select for national appointments.  A 
referee’s usefulness does not end at a particular chronological age; but in order to allow 
growth in our organization we must encourage bright, young, promising referees. 



 
2. Withhold the honorarium which is given to each A/E until the evaluations for the event 

have been completed and received by the office.  Those who have been observed deserve 
to receive the report of their performance in a timely fashion after the tournament. 
 

3. Hold a classification clinic this coming season.  This could be within the context of one 
of the WBC-sanctioned events or it could be organized within the context of a provincial 
event. 
 

4. Invite more classifiers to local and/or provincial events.  This is a good opportunity for 
them to get valuable experience.  
 

5. Take one of our officials as part of the “staff” when one of our National teams goes to an 
event (objective #33 in the LTOD).  As well, if there will be no game fee paid to the 
officials who are working the event, the Committee recommends WBC pay the game fees 
to our official. 
 

6. Continue searching for young people who might be interested in the support side of our 
game (classifying and officiating). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
 
Trevor Kerr 


